
- 1 - 

 

 GROWING THE CHURCH 

GTC UPDATE 
 

 

 
CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER  |  DECEMBER 2020     

 

 

  
 

 
   

  

 
 

  

Our vision: To be a God-centred Anglican Church, clearly growing spiritually, numerically, and holistically. 
  

 

 

 

Bishop Tsietsi, GtC 
Board and Staff 

wishes you a blessed 
Christmas 

We experienced something of that first-hand 

in a wonderful way at AA 2020 where 

worship, spirituality, discipleship and social 

action were brought together in the power 

of the Holy Spirit.  

These all belong together: the nativity, the 

cross and Pentecost. Without any one of 

them, the rest are meaningless. In the same 

way we must welcome the new-born Jesus 

into our hearts anew and afresh, die with him 

on Calvary, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

grow as disciples of Jesus, make disciples of 

others and live out our discipleship in a 

practical way that instils hope in people, and 

helps them to meet God-in-us! 

In this coming year, GtC will continue to serve 

within that sacred calling of the church: to 

equip and empower diocesan teams to 

intentionally make disciples who will make 

disciples. 

May Jesus, born in Bethlehem; crucified for 

us; risen, ascended and pouring the Holy 

Spirit on his church, fill you with his life and joy 

this Christmas! May you take your place in 

God’s mission and ministry and experience 

God’s inexpressible joy in this, the fullness of 

time for us. 

Bishop Tsietsi Seleoane 

Liaison for GtC & AA 

 

The Right Time  

We live in extraordinary and dangerous times. 

We now have to add Coronavirus to even 

greater economic uncertainty and hunger on 

an unprecedented scale, climate change, 

political instability across the world, GBV, and a 

growing disillusionment with the ruling classes 

everywhere. 

Paul tells us that Jesus was born in the ‘fullness 

of time’ - at the ‘right time.’ My experience of 

Growing the Church and Anglicans Ablaze is 

that God has also brought these movements to 

birth at just the right time – when the hearts of 

our people are crying out for spiritual reality 

and genuine life-changing, church transform-

ing and world-engaging life in the love and 

power of the Holy Spirit. We witnessed this with 

AA 2020 in September. About 100, 000,00 

Anglicans have now “attended” the sessions 

on YouTube. 

So, our challenge this Christmas time is not only 

to receive Jesus who is God-with-us, but also to 

discern how God is calling us to partner with 

him in his mission and ministry.  

Galatians 4:4-6: BUT when the 

fullness of time had come, God 

sent his Son, born of a woman, 

born under the law, in order to 

redeem those who were under 

the law, so that we might 

receive adoption as children. 

And because you are 

children, God has sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

crying, "Abba! Father!" 

CHRISTMAS 2020 

 

Bishop Tsietsi 

Seleoane, 

GtC Liaison 

Bishop 
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From: the ministries of 

Growing the church  &  Anglicans Ablaze 

To: all our PRAYER PARTNERS, MINISTRY PARTNERS, 

And all our DONORS 

Dioceses, churches, clergy, donors old and new, trusts, young people,  

GtC Coordinators & teams, intercessors, speakers & trainers…  

 

Warm greetings in our Lord’s name! We are writing on behalf of our GtC Board, Staff and AA Partners to say THANK YOU 

most sincerely for the various ways in which you have supported us this year. We wish that we were able to write to each one 

of you. Many donors give anonymously. Thank you all!!!  

 

Ironically, it has been our worst year, and it has been our very best year. In our newsletter of  days ago, we shared with you 

just how many people we were able to engage with, and they with us, from across our 30 dioceses. As April began, we faced 

lockdown. But by the end of November there was engagement with over 120,000 people and our staff, training teams, 

speakers and our training resources. We are astonished, grateful to God and grateful to you! 

 

The most difficult decision to make was to offer all ministries free of charge. AA 2020 had a small charge and a free option 

for all those who could not afford it. As you know, ministries have overhead and equipment costs, as well as stipends which 

must be paid. We can truly, say with the Psalmist, “We cried to the Lord and he heard our prayers!” And God provided through 

faithful servants like you. Thank you again!!! 

 

Please pray with us for our goals for 2021:  (A) Transition GtC into the dioceses; (B) Build our core activities – listed in our 

last newsletter; (C) Prepare for AA 2021 (D) Launch “Spotlight” – a cell phone and computer app via which we will provide 

loads of resources with great ease; (E) Launch Cheerful Giver – a cell phone and computer app via which payments & 

donations can be made with ease  

Link to our 4th Quarter Newsletter: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oi5pf2gho2-090x0Tq-cpZ84JFfjyTxQ/view?usp=sharing 

 

Do have a blessed Christmas and a Covid-free New Year, 

 

   

 

Bishop Tsietsi Seleoane     Revd Trevor Pearce 

Liaison Bishop, GtC & AA       Director, GtC & AA 
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